
Nagasaki Peace Declaration 

 

  A single atomic bomb exploded over Nagasaki, releasing ferocious heat rays and blast and 

deadly radiation, killing and injuring people indiscriminately and instantly reducing the city to ruins. 

The death toll rose to 74,000 and the list of injured to 75,000 people.  Nagasaki was literally 

transformed into an atomic hell.  The survivors continue to this day to bear the mental injury of the 

atomic bombing, suffering from fear and anxiety about illness and the late effects of exposure to 

radiation.  We will never forget August 9. 

 

We will not forget the horror of the atomic bombing or the misery of war. 

Fifty-two years have passed since the atomic bombings.  The citizens of Nagasaki cannot 

tolerate the fact that there is still a body of opinion trying to justify the atomic bombings. We will 

continue to appeal about the horror and inhumanity of the atomic bombings and to convey to the 

people of the world our aspiration to "make Nagasaki the last place on earth to suffer a nuclear 

attack." 

At the same time we must confront and reflect deeply upon the fact of Japan's history of 

invasion and aggression in the Asia-Pacific region.  This year marks the 50th anniversary of the 

enactment of the Japanese Constitution.  Standing on the spirit of peace embodied in the 

constitution, we will make further efforts for the prevention of wars and for the peace of humanity. 

 

We will demand the suspension of sub critical nuclear tests and the conclusion of a treaty for the 

abolition of nuclear weapons 

The Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty was adopted by a huge majority at the U.N. General 

Assembly on September 10 last year, thus marking an important step toward nuclear disarmament 

by banning the testing of all nuclear explosions. 

However, the American government pushed forward with its planned sub critical test on 

July 2 this year.  Although the test did not involve a nuclear explosion, it was conducted to ensure 

the continuing possession of nuclear weapons and therefore expresses adherence to the policy of 

"nuclear deterrence."  We vehemently denounce the test, which was conducted with disregard for 

global criticism, and we demand the suspension of all tests related to nuclear weapons. 

On July 8 last year, the International Court of Justice stated in its advisory opinions that 

the "threat or use of nuclear weapons is contrary to the rules of international law." Subsequently, a 

large number of scientists, former government officials and retired military officers who had been 

involved in nuclear strategy spoke out in favor of nuclear disarmament. Indeed, the tide of global 

opinion is now heavily in favor of the abolition of nuclear weapons.  We demand that the nuclear 

states and all other countries listen to the voice of the world and take immediate actions to conclude 

a treaty for the abolition of nuclear weapons. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



We appeal to the guardians of peace in the 21st century  

I ask young people to study about the devastation caused by the atomic bombings and about 

the misery of war, to think about the importance of peace and the sanctity of life, and to talk actively 

about these things at school and at home.  We also ask you to look at the other problems impeding 

world peace, such as starvation, poverty, refugees, repression of human rights and environmental 

degradation, and to engage in volunteer activities and other practical actions that will promote a 

peaceful 21st century. 

 Nagasaki City will continue to utilize the area including the Nagasaki Atomic Bomb 

Museum and Peace Park as a venue for "Nagasaki peace studies" and to strive to collect and organize 

information such as atomic bomb testimonies, records and films. We will also promote peace 

exchanges among young people both from Japan and abroad as well as studies conducive to 

international understanding. 

 

We will transmit the "Message of Nagasaki" to the world and expand the network of peace 

On the basis of their miserable experience, the citizens of Nagasaki have relentlessly 

informed the world about the reality of the atomic bombing as the "Message of Nagasaki." In the 

meantime numerous wars and regional disputes have broken out, but nuclear weapons have never 

been used.  I think this is attributable to the common aspiration for peace embraced by the citizens 

of Nagasaki and other people around the world. 

We ask the Japanese government, as a country subjected to atomic bombings, to take a 

resolute attitude in protesting sub critical nuclear tests, to enact the three-fold non-nuclear principle 

as law, and to assume a leading role in the effort to establish a non-nuclear zone in northeast Asia.  

We also ask the government to extend a helping hand to all atomic bomb survivors and to make 

efforts for the relief and rescue of victims of nuclear tests and nuclear power plant accidents 

worldwide. 

To pave the way for the abolition of nuclear weapons in the 21st century, we ask the United 

Nations to convene the 4th Special Session Devoted to Disarmament in 1999 and to grant speaking 

opportunities to the mayors of the atomic-bombed cities and to atomic-bomb survivor 

representatives. 

Nagasaki City will expand the anti-nuclear and peace network by joining hands with the 

participants in the 4th World Conference of Mayors for Peace through Inter-city Solidarity, which is 

currently in session here, and with all other cities and non-governmental organizations (NGO) 

aspiring for peace. 

 

On this 52nd anniversary of the atomic bombing, I offer heartfelt prayers for the repose of the 

souls of the atomic bomb victims, and I declare in the name of the citizens of Nagasaki, to the people 

of Japan and the world, our renewed determination to strive for the abolition of nuclear weapons and 

for the realization of lasting world peace. 

 

Iccho Itoh 

Mayor of Nagasaki 

August 9, 1997 

 


